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Introduction
1.1 Summary
An initial site visit was conducted on 10th November 2010 to St Leonard’s
church, Rodney Stoke, Somerset in order to make a general inspection of a
significant group of monuments. The current church warden was present at
the meeting and provided an oral history of the monument’s condition
covering a period of at least thirty years. A brief written and photographic
record was made of the monuments, and was later formalised into a
statement of condition, submitted as part of a grant application to The
Churches Building Council.
Further site visits were made on the 18th March 2011 and 7th April 2011. During
these visits a full cover meter survey was conducted on all internal and
external monuments as well as a written and photographic record of the
monuments current condition. A preliminary examination of surviving
polychrome was also carried out. Internally the survey covered five
substantial and stylistically distinct monuments, which both define the
boundary to and sit within the Rodney family chapel. In addition,
observations were also made of two floor slabs. Externally the survey included
a single 12th–13th century slab and a 14th-15th century chest tomb.
The monuments represent a group of regional as well as national
significance, due not only to their date but also the original fabric and the
quality of carving and craftsmanship that they exhibit. In several cases the
rate of decay has now reached a dramatic pace and urgently requires
immediate intervention.
Overall the monuments exhibit an incredibly broad range of fabrics and
styles, reflecting the period in which they were created. They provide an
intensely tangible link to a flamboyant age; its costumes, customs and
language as well as a unique representation of a family of immense regional
and national significance.
The condition survey established that a programme of works should include
the partial dismantling and rebuilding of at least one internal monument (that
of Sir Edward and Lady Frances) in order to remove deleterious buried fixings
and restore structural integrity. All internal monuments show signs of excessive
moisture retention at their base and as such they require the introduction of a
lime fillet to aid drainage, and a closer inspection of ground conditions is
essential. Furthermore the monuments would benefit from a programme of
conservation works aimed at understanding and where appropriate
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conserving the original the polychrome decoration as well as redefining the
lettering. In general the monuments are covered by a layer of grey Limewash
which is likely to be part of works carried out in 1885. Future works should
include a more detailed survey of these earlier coatings is carried out and
where possible gentle cleaning conducted.
The churchyard monuments are also in need of careful conservation works
and in particular the 12th-13th century grave slab urgently requires relocating
to a more suitable site within the church itself.

1.2 Historical background
Rodney Stoke is recorded in the Domesday Book as Stoches, and in 1291 as
Stokgifford, after the Gifford or Gifard family who were lords of the manor. The
Giffords were Saxon nobility at the time of Edward the Confessor with Walter
Gifford appointed the Earl of Buckingham. The first church recorded on the
site was constructed during the C12, and was rebuilt in the C15. The village
was later renamed after the Rodney family, who were the subsequent lords of
the manor. The church itself is Grade I listed and the graveyard itself contains
a grade II* listed chest tomb and a grade II listed incised grave slab, both of
which are included in this survey.
An excellent record of the monuments housed in the Rodney family chapel is
included in a Record of Church Furnishings published by The National
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (hereafter cited as
NADFAS). A copy of the relevant descriptions is provided in Appendix 1.

1.3 Building interventions and internal environment
Secondary sources indicate that all the internal monuments of the Rodney
family were subject to a programme of works c. 1885 (NAFDAS). Evidence of
these works was observed on all of the monuments, most notably the
application of a grey hued limewash. In terms of 20th century interventions
information supplied by the church warden indicates that the most
substantial programme of works in recent history was carried out in the 1970’s
and comprised overall reroofing works and replastering in the side chapel
containing the Roger’s family monuments. The reroofing works have
doubtless enhanced the internal environment and offered enhanced
protection to the monuments, however the plaster is extremely dense and
offers little breathability to the adjacent wall monuments. In particular it has
impacted on the monument of Lord and Lady Rodney on the west elevation
of the chapel. This elevation also houses an electricity socket into which an
electric fan heater is plugged in every Sunday to heat the church for services.
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The stone flooring of the chapel displays several sizable areas of spalling
indicative of a damp or waterlogged condition. The area was formally
covered by a carpet which has recently been removed in order to reduce
the level of moisture retention.

Rodney family chapel tombs and churchyard monuments, Rodney Stoke
Condition survey and recommendations for further conservation works
Sally Strachey Historic Conservation May 2011

6

2 Rodney family monuments
2.1 Sir John Rodney
Materials: Oolithic Limestone
Dimensions:2300mm x 3500mm
2.1.1 Description
This tomb is that of Sir John Rodney, who lived from 1461 to 1527. Sir John was
the son of Sir Thomas Rodney who is situated in the adjacent tomb
immediately to the west. The monument is now only visible at its south
elevation (Plate i), which can be viewed from the chancel sanctuary. The
north extent of the monument was superseded some time after 1651 by the
elaborate memorial to Sir George Rodney which lies within the Rodney
chapel itself. The plaster surrounding the monument is a lime plaster much of
which appears to be ‘live’ especially along the sinister edge of the
monument.

Plate i: Sir John Rodney monument.
Location of buried fixings(
) and crack in masonry (

)

Rodney family chapel tombs and churchyard monuments, Rodney Stoke
Condition survey and recommendations for further conservation works
Sally Strachey Historic Conservation May 2011

7

Secondary sources suggest that the monument originally displayed a carved
knight, which had suffered notable damage; possibly during the insertion of
the Sir George Rodney monument. Notes on the tomb in The National
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS) state that,
“The effigy, much battered, was visible until Lord Rodney repaired the tombs
of his ancestors in 1885. The flat stone against the wall behind the effigy was
then placed on ground level instead of in front of the table tomb, and the
original slab laid on it and behind this was, probably, deposited the battered
effigy. On this slab was erected a second table tomb containing shields of
arms: Rodney, Rodney impaling Croft, the third is worn and difficult to make
out.”
Relating this statement to the extant remains of the tomb indicate that the
visible lower third of the monument houses the original 16th carving or effigy of
the knight, although this could not be substantiated during the current stage
of works.
In its current state the monument comprises a lower plain panelled section
which sits onto a stone plinth which has itself been partially masked by later
floor levels. This lower panel carries a substantial stone slab from which rises a
further panelled section decorated by shields of arms as detailed above.
Flanking the panel are hexagonal columns which terminate in crenulated
capitals. The upper portion of the monument is simply moulded and also
carries a crenulated detail along the top edge. There are traces of Axbridge
ochre and a grey limewash present on various discreet areas of the stone
surface.
2.1.2 Condition
The monument has evidently been disturbed by later interventions and its
overall form does not reflect its original design. This is especially true of the
knight which is now apparently concealed, and the original opening through
to the family chapel which has been blocked by the Sir George monument
to the north.
However despite these interventions the monument is generally in a sound
condition. A cover meter survey was carried out on the monument and
identified a number of buried metal fixings (Plate i) There was no associated
staining or evidence of expansion or movement in any adjacent stonework.
All components of the monument are structurally sound and only a small
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number of joints are open, notably one running through the centre of the slab
over the lower third of the monument and several in the bottom plinth.
The bottom plinth displays clear signs of water penetration and saturation in
the form of a green algal growth (Plate ii). This continuous saturation has had
a detrimental effect on this lower elements of the monument and surface
blistering is evident particularly on the lower sinister corner (Plate iii). This
surface damage is the result of salt migrations through the stone as water is
drawn from damp ground below and through the fabric, ultimately
precipitating on the surface. These salts initially calcify the surface forming a
toughened crust, which ultimately bursts open to expose the highly friable
and decayed stone beneath.

Plate ii: Green algae in lower dexter corner of plinth

Plate iii: Blistering of lower sinister plinth
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This decay mechanism has doubtless been accelerated by the presence of a
wall mounted heater which is actually fixed onto the monument itself (Plate
i). In itself the location of this heater exacerbates the draw of moisture
through the stone, furthermore the iron fixings used to attach the heater to
the monument are in themselves damaging to the original fabric.
The majority of carving and detailing on the monument is in good condition
with the exception of a crack running through a sinister floral cusp as
indicated on Plate i and Plate iv below. This appears to have been historically
repaired, likely during a large programme of works in 1885 during which the
monuments of the Rodney family were substantially overhauled.

Plate iv: Lateral break though floral cusp.

A void exists between the central panelled element and the lime rendered
south elevation of the sanctuary. There are numerous loose rubble stones and
mortar at the bottom of this area, some of which appear to have fallen from
a regularly shaped void within the masonry of the elevation (Plate v). The
regular sides of this void suggest that it may be the result of the removal of a
previous feature such as a small niche as opposed to a collapse. This feature
may have been associated with the monument in its original form prior to
alterations in 1885. Despite this small void the elevation appears to be stable.
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Plate v: Small regular void in masonry wall to rear of monument.

2.1.3 Recommendations
Relocation of wall mounted heater
The most pressing issue with this monument is the removal and making good
of the wall mounted heater which is currently fixed onto the monument itself.
The heating unit could easily be re-housed either on the east wall of the
sanctuary or onto stainless steel rods inserted into the floor of the sanctuary. In
either instance the heater would remain in close proximity to the monument
and as such its use and effects on the monument would require continued
monitoring. Following the removal of the heater any fixing holes would be
made good with a suitable lime mortar.
Insertion of lime channel/porous filet
In addition the monument shows clear signs of water saturation. The base of
the monument is abutted by the adjacent encaustic tiled floor and as such
the only means by which to further inspect and carry out works to this area
would be to remove an area of tiles. Any such works would require a faculty
and if granted would be carried out in such a way to be sympathetic to the
aesthetics of the floor design. The removal of a section of tiles would enable
a closer inspection of ground conditions below and abutting the monument
in order to inform further works. The insertion of a lime channel along the base
of the monument would, at present, appear to be the most suitable course of
action. The insertion of a channel would provide enhanced drainage and
prevent moisture from become trapped in the base of the monument.
Cleaning of algal growth and treatment with fungicide
In addition it would be beneficial to the monument to gently hand clean the
area of algal growth. Furthermore areas of friable and blistered stone require
consolidation through the local application of grout and mortar repair which
Rodney family chapel tombs and churchyard monuments, Rodney Stoke
Condition survey and recommendations for further conservation works
Sally Strachey Historic Conservation May 2011

11

will provide protection to the weakened areas of stone as well as returning
legibility to the mouldings at these levels.

2.2 Sir Thomas Rodney
Dimensions:3910mm x 3280mm
Materials: Oolithic limestone (Dundree)

Plate vi: Sir Thomas Rodney, south elevation

2.2.1 Description
The monument, which can be viewed from both the chancel and the
chapel, commemorates Sir Thomas Rodney who died at only 42 years of age
in 1478. The monument is the earliest of those housed in the family chapel
(Plate vi). Stylistically it is typical of its period and on its south elevation bears
shields in a local style which echo those present on monuments at both
Glastonbury and Wells. It is an outstanding example of 15th century carving
and in addition to the shields it contains examples of angels, mythical beasts
and stylised flora.
The lower portion of the south elevation is sadly masked by pews, however it
contains five panels containing finely detailed figures many of which contain
substantial intact areas of extant polychrome (Plates vii-ix). Elsewhere on the
south elevation several substantial areas of polychrome are present, both on
the recumbent figure and the surrounding elevation. However it was noted
that much has been thinly masked by a homogenising layer of grey/brown
limewash, likely to have been applied in the 1885 programme of works.
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The recumbent figure of the knight contains a great deal of detail which has
been finely executed and renders a great deal of realism and life to the
carving as well as providing an excellent example of the armoury of this
period. Sir Thomas’ head rests upon a helmet adorned with a small crown,
indicative of his position at royal court, and a bird of prey which would have
marked Sir Thomas out whilst on the battlefield. His feet rest on his hound,
which has also been exquisitely carved (Plates vii-viii)

Plate vii: Head and armet of Sir Thomas

Plate viii: Feet and hound of Sir Thomas

The canopy over the effigy is composed of two elements; to the south
dressed ashlar blocks are present whilst the north appears to be made up of
rubble core with a mortar render and infill (Plate ix). This infill area contains
hollow areas and patches of failed material. Furthermore the arch has been
built with a squint so that the north and south elevations are not parallel. This
may be an intentional design in order that the family had a clear view of the
sanctuary from the chapel, although it appears more a product of rebuilding
or alterations to the original layout during which the rubble and infill were
incorporated.

Plate ix: Detail of underside of Sir Thomas canopy, looking south-east
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In addition to the distinct building elements of the internal canopy there is a
considerable build up of surface coatings.
The north elevation of the monument is viewed from within the Rodney
chapel (Plate x). The lower portion is carved in relief with three figures on
shields. There is very little trace of polychrome present on this side of the
monument.

Plate x: Sir Thomas Rodney, north elevation

2.2.2 Condition
Overall the monument is in relatively good condition, albeit notably covered
in a substantial layer of surface dirt with several now defunct historic repairs.
However there are a number of open joints, most notably above the
decorated arch on the south elevation, where an open joint runs vertically up
through the apex of the arch and continues as a hairline crack up to the
base of the panelled shields (Plate xi and xii). The presence of cracking
through the stone is a strong indication that the movement causing the
cracking to the joint is still ongoing, and represents a considerable amount
pressure being exerted on the structure. Further evidence of this pressure is
present at the top of the central panel where a discreet area of the stone
has literally popped out. This damage to the surface is a clear indication of
excessive pressure pinching this central section of the stone. This movement is
also illustrated by an evident drop at the apex on the sinster side of the arch
as well as an uneven fall observed on the moulding immediately above the
decorative arch (see Plate xi).
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Area of broken surface due
to pinching

Fall of
1000mm

20mm

over

Fall
of
1000mm

8mm

over

Sinister side of arch has

Plate xi: Location of open joint and hairline crack, south elevation
Open joint (
) hairline crack (
)

Plate xii: Detail of crack running through joint and moulding

In addition this movement in this upper section of the monument has likely
affected a vertical open joint at the junction between the Sir John and Sir
Thomas memorials (Plate xiii).
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Plate xiii: Detail of junction between Sir John and Sir Thomas memorials
Showing open joints (
)

Another vertical crack in the stone mouldings was also observed at the
centre of the lower panelling of the south elevation (Plate xiv). This cracking is
further evidence of movement placing stress on the fabric of the monument.

Plate xiv: Detail of crack running through moulding of lower panel, south elevation.

A cover meter survey was carried out on both elevations of the monument
identifying several buried metal fixings as illustrated in Plates xv and xvi.
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Plate xv: Location of cover meter readings, south elevation

Plate xvi: Location of cover meter readings, north elevation

Many of these metal fixings were present in association with modelled plaster
repairs to the cusps on both sides of the monument as well as the dexter toe
tip of the figure. The consistent form of these repairs suggests that they are
the result of a single programme of works and can be fairly confidently
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attributed to 1885. The same plaster material was also noted covering the
surface of the shield of the angel cusps on the south elevation (Plate xvii) as
well as above the upper moulding directly below the crenulations also on the
south elevation. The plaster has been coated with a red limewash in an
attempt to match it to the original polychrome colour scheme.

Plate xvii: Detail of plaster coating on shield of angel cusp.

Further metal fixings were also observed at the top of both crenulated
columns flanking the south elevation as well as at the apex of the decorated
arch on the north elevation. This latter fixing may have been inserted to arrest
any downward movement or slumping as observed in the arch of the other
elevation. Indeed it is possible that the rubble and infill portion noted on the
underside of this arch represents rebuilding works carried out to reset and
strengthen this side of the canopy.
Readings were also observed along the entire length of the hound at the feet
of the knight, and flecks of metal were also observed in association with an
area of failed mortar, suggesting that the buried fixing or mesh is no longer
stable. However elsewhere despite the presence of buried metal fixings there
was no sign of any staining or movement associated with volumetric
expansion.
In addition to the lime washed plaster repairs several more course repairs
were observed on the knight. The colour and texture of this mortar is not
sympathetic to the sculpture and in no way blends with the surrounding stone
(Plate xviii).
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Plate xviii: Detail of historic repair to knight, looking north

In addition to the historic mortar repairs a number of small stone indents were
observed on the mouldings of the monument, most notably on the north
elevation where a series of moulded indents had been inserted into the
flanking columns (Plate xix)

Plate xix: Detail of stone indents on north elevation

An area of green discolouration was noted at the base of the south elevation
of the monument, indicating a high level of water penetration and saturation
(Plate xx). The high moisture levels in this area of the church are also clearly
exhibited in the advanced level of spalling on the adjacent lias flags (Plate
xxi). Furthermore the presence of salt damage on the plinth base is another
indicator of excessive moisture at this level.
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Plate xx: Algal staining at base of north
elevation.

Plate xxi: Detail of spalling of lias
flooring in Rodney chapel

In respect of the polychrome the monument to Sir Thomas can be seen as a
tale of two halves. The north side of the monument, which faces into the
Rodney chapel, retains very little evidence of paint. However, the south side
which faces into the chancel has an almost universal layer of earth red
appearing to sit on an ochre ground. On top of the red is the grey limewash
is similar to that found on Sir George’s monument, in some cases this layer has
obscured some details of the carving, for example on the figures at the base
of the south elevation. The limewash has often formed a brittle layer over the
earth red and is detaching in large sections. The condition of the red is in
places friable and dusting on the surface. The head of Sir Thomas has
evidence of a deep earth brown layer on top of an ochre ground. The
surfaces of this monument are very dusty with the figures on the south side
obscured by pews.

Plate xxii: Detail of canopy showing the

Plate xxiii: Detail of a figure on the north
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earth red beneath the grey limewash
the
red

side illustrating how in some areas
grey is tightly bonded onto the earth

2.2.3 Recommendations
Relocation of immediately adjacent pews in chancel.
Given the fine detailing at the lower extent of the south elevation it would be
hugely desirable to relocate at least one row of pews which currently mask
these elements.
Gentle cleaning of all surfaces.
Surface coatings appear to be loosely bonded and would benefit from a
gentle clean, following discreet cleaning trials. A table is provided in
Appendix 2 of all methods suitable for consideration.
Detailed record and analysis of surviving polychrome and surface coatings
The friable nature of the earth red layer is a cause for concern. Where the
limewash is becoming it is pulling away particles of the red with it. It will be
necessary to consider how possible it will be to remove the grey layer in order
to reveal more of the earth red and improve the overall appearance of the
monument. I order to do this it would be advisable to take paint samples for
analysis and carry out risk assessments and method statements before any
trials take place. The traces of paint on Sir Thomas’s head are well bonded
onto the surface as our further fragments found over his figure.
Further investigations and understanding of structure on underside of canopy
The structure of the underside of the canopy presents some concerns, in
particular it would be beneficial to gain a better understanding of the
northern extent of the construction. The offset in the layout in the arch and
the seemingly haphazard form of rubble building material may well be
accountable for the horizontal crack which has developed in the upper
elements of the south elevation.
There are a number of sizable failed mortar repairs, the removal of which
would facilitate a closer inspection and understanding of the underlying
fabric.
Insertion of a lime channel to base of monument
The base of the monument shows considerable signs of damp comprising
algal growth and discreet areas of salt blistering. As with the Sir John
monument it would be suggested that to the south a section of tiles are
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removed and to the north a small channel is cut into the lias. This would
enable both a closer inspection of ground conditions below as well as the
insertion of a lime channel along the base of the monument. The insertion of
a channel would provide enhanced drainage and prevent moisture from
become trapped in the base of the monument.

Tagging and monitoring of stress fracture
A sizable horizontal fracture was observed running through the upper extent
of the south elevation. In order to assess whether movement is ongoing or
active it would be advisable to place tags onto the existing fracture which
would indicate any continued displacement.
Repointing of open joints
Several open joints were observed across the monument. Following all
recording and investigations works it would be beneficial to repoint these
areas with a suitable lime mortar. Mortar samples would be provided for final
agreement with the architect.
Repair and patination of historic repairs.
Several historic repairs are pulling away from the substrate and require
replacement with a suitable lime putty, in particular those on the underside of
the canopy will require reinstating and possible patination or sheltercoating
to blend with the existing surface. Furthermore a number of repairs on the
effigy of Sir Thomas have been executed in a course mortar and they require
some form of patination or sheltercoating in order that they sit better within
the surrounding fabric.

2.3 Sir Edward and Lady Frances Rodney
Dimensions: 3800mm x 2550mm
Materials: Oolithic limestone
2.3.1 General description
The monument dates to 1659 and is a flamboyant example of its time,
complete with exquisitely detailed period dress on the two central busts,
flanked by scrolls and cherubs and over sailed by ornately adorned canopy
with swags, which carries two reclining figures and a coat of arms (Plate xxiv).
The two central figures are that of Sir Edward Rodney (obit 1657) and his wife
Frances (obit 1659), who outlived their sons William and George and as such
were to be the last of the Rodney family to reside in Rodney Stoke.
A lias inscription panel is located at the lower extent of the monument,
although unfortunately it has badly laminated and as such little remains of
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the original inscription. A record of the wording is housed in the church (see
Appendix).
There remain sizable traces of the original polychrome decoration on both
carved figures and mouldings, which provide some indication of the even
greater visual impact that the monument would have given in its original
condition.

Platexxiv: Sir Edward and Lady Francis monument, west elevation of chapel. Location of cover meter
readings (
)

The presence of at least four iron fixings is clearly visible from the underside of
the canopy, peeping through the mortar. The plaster surrounding the
monument is a modern gypsum material which was applied during works in
the 1970’s, an electricity socket is located below the dexter corner of the
monument.
The painted decoration on this monument has survived to provide a
coherent record of early and possibly original schemes of decoration. It is
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interesting to note that Sally Strachey has known this monument since she
was a child, and although memory can be unreliable in determining rates of
decay, it is noted that the legibility and depth of the polychrome has
deteriorated over the last forty years. This was supported by a church
warden who had known the monument for a similar time and has also noted
a steady deterioration in the polychrome. The palette used for decoration
contains the rich variety of ochre colours available from the local ochre
mines at Axbridge as well as blacks,
copper
blues, deep tones of earth brown and a
flesh
pink. There is little evidence of gold at
this
stage, however a vibrant yellow ochre,
which
is typical of that found in the quarries
above
Axbridge, can be seen on the wings of
the
cherubs. It appears that during the 1885
programmeme
of
repair
all
the
monuments, except for the alabaster of
Lady
Anne. had a coat of a grey coloured
limewash applied over large areas of the
painted decoration.
This could have
been
part of a general tidying up operation in
response to areas of the polychrome
beginning to deteriorate and to suffer loss. This limewash is now flaking away
from the monument revealing areas of polychrome and stone surface. The
result is that in places we now have a disrupted and distracting surface over
areas of the carved detail

Plate xxv : Sinister cherub illustrating the
painted scheme beneath the grey

Plate xxvi: Sir Edward with pink flesh early
tones clearly visible. The rich
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ochre seen limewash
ochre supply

on hair is typical of local

Plate xxvii : The dexter cherub’s arm
showing the blue sitting in the moulding rich tones of ochre
immediately adjacent grey limewash
can be seen peeling away from the stone and
early paint layers

Plate

xxviii:

The dexter
beneath

cherub
the

On this initial inspection it appears that the most consistent layer applied
directly onto the stone is a mud brown ground on top of which the flesh
tones, the vibrant range of earth colours, the blacks and the blue sit.
2.3.2 Condition
Unfortunately a number of factors in the immediate environment are having
a significantly detrimental effect on the monument. In the first instance the
dense gypsum plaster surrounding the monument has lead to an excess of
moisture being drawn through the monument itself, resulting in several areas
of salt damage and discolouration (Plate xxix and xxx).
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Plate xxix: Detail of salt damage to limestone and lias

Plate xxx: Detail of salt blistering on stone surface

Furthermore this movement of moisture through the face of the stone has
lead to the gradual lifting and degradation of much of the fine polychrome
detailing (Plate xxxi). This decay mechanism appears to be confined to the
lower 1.5 metres of the monument apparently reflecting the upper limit of
capillary action.
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Plate xxxi: Detail or lifting polychrome on sinister shield of lower corbel

A cover meter survey was carried out and detected a number of buried
metal fixings (Plate xxiv). The fixings are distributed across the monument, and
in the main they do not appear to be causing any negative effects on the
structure. There is no sign of staining or damage resulting from volumetric
expansion, even in those located within the areas clearly suffering from water
ingression and saturation. However having said this five substantial iron bars
were observable on the underside of the canopy, four of which are partially
visible through the mortar (Plate xxxii). There is a sizable amount of iron
staining associated with these bars and a number of indicators in the
surrounding structure suggest that they are no longer perfoming their
intended role of supporting the sizable decorative canopy.
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Plate xxxii: Partially buried ferrous bars on underside of canopy

The first indicator that structural integrity has been compromised in this
section of the monument is the presence of overly wide joints between the
main stones of the canopy as well as open joints in the upper moulding (Plate
xxxiii).

Plate xxxiii: Location of wide and failed joints (

)

The wider joints in both the lower and upper sections of the canopy contain
continuous cracks and the mortar has entirely pulled away from the substrate
(Plate xxxiv). Readings were taken across the upper moulding of the canopy,
establishing that it has remained level on this plane, as such there has been
no horizontal movement. In fact what appears to have happened is that the
canopy stones have splayed as a result of the element moving slightly
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forward, with their weight now being taken by the substantial decorated
mouldings to the base of the drapery which are composed of a single stone
(Plate xxxv). As such as the iron bars have failed increasing weight has been
transferred onto these substantial decorative stones until ultimately they are
now acting as corbels.

Failed

open

Plate xxxiv: Failed vertical and horizontal joints in canopy

Plate xxxv: Decorated elements supporting weight of canopy

On the uppermost moulding of the canopy, above the decorated band, a
thick layer of plaster has been applied and covered by a granular lime wash.
A small area of this plaster has broken away exposing a considerably more
refined upper line to the moulding, apparently in good condition. The reason
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for the application of this substantial and somewhat poorly finished plaster
moulding onto the stone requires further attention.
Further cracking was also observed internally to the back of the sinister niche
housing Lady Frances, also indicative of some forward movement within the
monument.
The utmost elements of the monument; the coat of arms and reclining male
and female figures did not show any evidence of buried fixings and gave no
readings during the cover meter survey (Plate xxxvi). As such it would appear
that these substantial carvings are merely fixed by lime mortar which was
apparent beneath and around the back of the three elements. However
given the seemingly precarious nature of the canopy itself an absence of
any tie from figures or coat of arms into the adjacent elevation provokes
even further concern.

Plate xxxvi: Side view of upper elements of monument, showing no sign of fixings

In addition to the more pressing concerns of the canopy a number of more
aesthetic details require further attention. Firstly there has been impact
damage to the dexter cherub causing the loss of the sinister finger tip and
the dexter thumb. A wooden dowel is clearly projecting from the sinister hand
representing the remains of a previous attempt at repair (Plates xxxvii and
xxxviii).
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Plate xxxvii: Broken finger on dexter cherub

Plate xxxviii: Broken thumb on dexter
cherub

The heavenly angel which sits above the figures of Sir Edward and Lady
Frances is also missing fingers from its sinister hand (Plate xxxix). Once again
wooden dowels are partially visible indicating earlier repair works to the
sculpture.

Plate xxxix: Damage to sinister hand of central angel

A small area of modern inscribed graffiti was also noted on the lower
moulding of the monument directly below Sir Edward (Plate xl)
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Plate xl: Graffiti scratched into surface of moulding

The condition of the polychrome is a cause for concern. At this stage we
would estimate that up to 70% of the early layers of paint are friable and
dusting away from the surface. The grey 19th century grey limewash is also
friable but with a more brittle characteristic. In most areas it is peeling off in
sections taking the earlier painted decoration with it.
The lower areas of the monument have suffered over a considerable length
of time from the movement of moisture and salts. This has resulted in the
paint layers reforming into an extremely hard calcified surface subject to
blistering and subsequent loss of surface. The condition of the stone behind
the blisters is powdery with no structural integrity remaining. Where the grey
limewash has remained this has also developed a harder and more brittle
character than that found on the middle and upper sections of the
monument. It should also be
noted that the black paint found
on
the lower coats of arms and
behind the scrolls at the bottom
of
the monument appear to be a
later
application.
The paint has a
tough
character
which
is
inconsistent with the black paint
on
the upper sections of the
monument. The dense nature of
this
paint is unfortunate with the high
levels of moisture and soluble
salts
throughout the lower section of
the
monument
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Plate xli: Detail of the angel at the base of the monument illustrating how the paint layers have
calcified through the movement of moisture and salts to form hard brittle layers . Areas of
blistering and loss of surfaces detail can also be seen

2.3.3 Recommendations
Relocation of temporary heater
At present an electricity socket directly beneath the monument also marks
the location of a heater which is used every Sunday to heat the church for
services. The presence of this heater has doubtless accelerated the salt
migration through the stone, exacerbating the cycle of heating and cooling
in the fabric thus drawing the salts to the surface. Oral testimonies from the
church warden and Sally Strachey both indicated that much of the surface
polychrome decoration has been lost in the last 20 years, indicating an
extremely rapid and seemingly accelerating rate of decay. This recent
acceleration in decay is also true of the lias inscription panel which now only
contains a partial section of the original inscription.
At the time of writing this matter had been brought to the attention of the
parish and was being resolved, it is however essential that this continues in
order that no further deterioration is attributed to this source.
Micro repairs to lias and limestone
Rodney family chapel tombs and churchyard monuments, Rodney Stoke
Condition survey and recommendations for further conservation works
Sally Strachey Historic Conservation May 2011

33

Due to the fragile condition of some areas of the monument, notably the
inscription panel and lower limestone carved detail, a number of micro
repairs need to be carried out prior to any dismantling works. These will
protect the more vulnerable elements of the monument and ensure that all
original fabric is retained during further, more intrusive, conservation works.
Partial dismantling of monument
The structural integrity of the upper elements of the monument appears to
have been compromised by the failure of a series of ferrous bars. The
movement of these considerable elements is illustrated by substantial joints
which have opened between the main stones of the canopy. In order to
restore structural integrity and prevent further movement the canopy requires
dismantling. Given the size of the stones a purpose built internal scaffold will
be required in order to provide a safe working platform with adequate load
bearing to provide temporary accommodation for the stones whilst the
canopy is dismantled.
Replacement of failed ferrous bars and rebuilding of canopy
The ferrous bars which originally supported the considerable weight of the
canopy need to be replaced with a suitable stainless steel fixing. Rebuilding
work may also incorporate additional stainless steel cramps in order to
prevent any future lateral movement. Once the canopy has been rebuilt a
closer inspection should be made of the historic plaster coatings which have
been applied to the upper mouldings of the canopy. A small section has
already become detached revealing the finely carved original surface of the
stone. It may be that the plaster was applied in order to remedy breaks in the
line of the moulding caused by the movement of its constituent parts. Once
the canopy has been rebuilt and the stones have been reset to their
intended positions it is hoped that the function of these plaster coatings can
be more greatly understood.
Insertion of a lime fillet and air gap around sides and base of monument
In order to prevent excessive retention of moisture in the monument as a
minimum a lime fillet should be introduced around the sides and base of the
monument. Existing gypsum plaster will require cutting back to the masonry
surface in order the insert a channel of lime render, and in addition a section
of lias flooring will need removing also to accommodate a lime mortar fillet.
These fillets will ensure that moisture is not forced out through the face of the
monument and will prevent any further surface lifting of the vulnerable
decorated surfaces or blistering of salts through the face of the stone.
Gentle clean of all surfaces
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The monument is covered by a loosely bonded layer of deposits. As noted
above for the monument to Sir John a suitable cleaning programme should
be carried out in accordance with results garnered from initial on site
cleaning trials.
Detailed survey of all polychrome and surface coatings
The complex nature of the polychrome scheme on Sire Edward and Lady
Frances’s monument demands a detailed survey as soon as access is in
place. It is advisable for samples to be taken for analysis to attempt to
determine likely sources and the sequence of application. Trials will be
essential to determine how far, if at all the grey limewash can be removed
and where necessary the most appropriate methods to consolidate the
polychrome. The calcified layers over the lower section of the monument will
need assessment regarding how far it may be possible to consolidate the
stone behind the surface.
It will be essential to stabilise the paint layers before any remedial works are
carried out to the structure of the monument.

2.4 Sir George Rodney
Materials: Oolithic limestone, possibly Dundree with Slate inscription panel
Dimensions:4100mm x 2600mm
2.4.1 General description
The monument dates to 1651 and was built in remembrance of Sir George,
son of Sir Edward and Lady Frances Rodney. Sir George died at 22 years of
age without heir and was outlived by both of his parents and as such marks
the final generation of Rodneys to reside in Rodney Stoke. The monument
represents another extremely fine example of decorative carving of this
period and includes a finely detailed sculpture of Sir George himself rising
from his coffin in his burial shroud (Plates xlii-xlv).
The lower third of the monument comprises a slate inscription panel flanked
by coats of arms, a winged hourglass and wreathed skull. These panels are in
turn flanked by very simply columns with doric capitals supporting an ornately
carved frieze. Carried on this lower section is a shelf housing the effigy of Sir
George rising in resurrection from his coffin. To either side are Rodney family
heraldic shields and cherubic statues. The upper portion of the monument is
made up of a broken scrolled pediment decorated by an angel and
crowned with a further heraldic shield and cartouche.
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Plates xlii-xlv: Monument to Sir George Rodney, with details of Sir George and winged hourglass.
Location of buried metal fixings (
)

On the underside of the pediment, either side of decorated corbels two
clearly marked out circular areas were observed to have been pecked so as
to give a key (Plate xlvi). These would appear to represent the location of
decorations, such as bosses, which have subsequently been lost from the
monument.
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