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Plate xlvi: Circular ‘key’ on underside of pediment

The monument to George Rodney has a considerable amount of
polychrome remaining on the cherubs, Sir George, the coats of arms and
further decorative elements. The colour palette varies from that of Sir Edward
and Lady Francis with less evidence of the rich variety of ochres, earth reds
and browns. There is evidence that the stone was prepared with a thin white
ground which has adhered well to the pores of the stone. The predominant
pigments are a white for the shroud and the cherubs drapery, the flesh tones
on the skin which are slightly richer that Sir Edward’s monument and show
two clear layers, a green on the lower sections of the monument and
evidence of two schemes of gold sitting on top of earth reds and browns,
which can be seen particularly on the coats of arms. There is evidence of the
19th century limewash having been applied over the monument but large
areas have been lost revealing the stone
surface.

Although extensive areas of the monument have lost their painted
decoration the decorative elements that retain their polychrome are
coherent schemes.
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Plate xlvii: Detail of the skull showing the green pigment
the extent of
sitting on a thick dark brown layer. Note the

tail
recent damage to the skull.
shadow but the two

Plate xlviii: Coat of arms illustrating
the loss of the polychrome. The de

of the heraldry is only seen as a
layers of pink can be seen on the ribbons
with
traces of ochre on the bow and tassles

The coats of arms adjacent to Sir George appear to have repainted with the
surface scheme being possibly a Victorian treatment. There is a series of
layers with a red layer close to the stone surface, a black layer above and a
gold layer sitting under the surface white.

Plate xlix: Coat of Arms showing the complex series of paint layers indicating a possible repaint
during the 19th century. The thick surface layer is suffering from crazing and lifting away from
the surface.
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2.4.2 Condition
In general the monument appears to be structurally sound and there is no
sign of significant movement or structural instability. The main decay
mechanism present is once again salt migration through the stone; with the
greatest concentration of damage present at the base of the monument
where moisture is being drawn in and retained (l-liii). Several areas of green
algal growth were also observed at lower levels as well as substantial failed
mortar and open joints, also indicative of excessively damp conditions at this
extent of the monument. The stability of the ground below the monument is
questionable and would benefit from further investigation. Despite this
obvious water penetration the slate inscription panel is presently in good
condition and remains largely legible.

Plates l-liii: Details of salt damage algal growth and open joints at base of monument.

The columns of this lower element are notably incongruous and sit ill at ease
with the other elements of the monument, both in material and finish. A very
small fragment of plaster coating at the base of the sinister column may
indicate that these roughly finished elements were originally coated in order
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to remain in the keeping with the finer pored stone a higher quality finish of
the remaining masonry (Plate liv)

Plate liv: fragment of plaster coating on base of sinister column

A cover meter survey was carried out across the monument identifying a
number of buried metal fixings (Plate xlii), largely confined to detailed plaster
repairs on the cherub figures flanking Sir George. No fixings were detected in
the upper sections of the monument. A number of small hairline fractures
were observed in the plaster repairs to the cherubs (Plate lvii and lviii)
suggesting that the buried fixings may have failed and are no longer
providing support, indeed any ongoing volumetric expansion is likely to
exacerbate the decay.

Plates lvii and lviii: Fractures to plaster covering of sinister cherub
In addition to these fractures in the plaster a crack was also observed running
through the sinister corner of the moulding directly below the cherub (Plate
lviii).

Rodney family chapel tombs and churchyard monuments, Rodney Stoke
Condition survey and recommendations for further conservation works
Sally Strachey Historic Conservation May 2011

40

Plate lviii: Broken sinister corner of moulding
In addition reliable observations provided by the church warden indicate
that a great deal of colour has been lost from the decorative pediment at
the top of the monument, which once displayed vivid red and gold
polychrome. In her opinion the rate of this loss has greatly accelerated in the
last 10 to 15 years. Certainly that polychrome which remains extant is
extremely fragile and it is of the upmost priority to halt any further
deterioration.
Of further concern in this upper section of the monument is the coat of arms
which is restrained with a piece of ferrous wire and clearly needs refixing with
a more appropriate and sensitive method.
The polychrome which remains on the monument is in a similar condition to
that found on the monument to Sir Edward. There is evidence of the grey
limewash having been applied over the polychrome and in some areas such
as the dexter cherub it appears as a substantial layer. The tone of this surface
layer is darker than that found on the monument to Sir Edward and the
relationship between the treatment of the different monuments will need to
be examined.
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Plate lix: The crowning cherub illustrating an example of
giving a clear idea of
where the polychrome has survived to give a clear indication
of dark grey
of the original colour scheme
pink flesh tones

Plate lx: The dexter cherub also
the exuberant decoration. The layer
limewash. Can be seen over the

.

2.4.3 Recommendations
Insertion of a lime channel and treatment of algal growth
As outlined above for other internal monuments a lime channel should be
introduced a ground level in order to reduce the amount of moisture
retention at the base of the monument.
Greater understanding of ground and below ground conditions
During the course of introducing a lime fillet at the base of the monument it
will be possible to more closely examine the below ground conditions. It
would be helpful to establish the structural integrity of the elements
underpinning the monument and note any areas of concern either for
immediate intervention or future monitoring
Gentle surface clean of monument
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As detailed above a programme of gentle cleaning would be beneficial to
the monument
Further investigations and surface repairs to failed plaster modelling and
repointing of open joints
The cherubic figures which flank Sir George both contain areas of failed
mortar repairs overlying buried metal support. Further investigations should be
made of these areas and where appropriate sections will require replacing in
lime mortar in conjunction with suitable armatures. In addition a number of
open joints were noted, especially at lower levels, which require repointing in
an appropriate lime mortar.
Survey of Polychrome and surface coatings
The monument to Sir George retains a high level of polychrome and surface
coatings. These comprise a palimpsest of layers representing both original
polychrome and later interventions. A full survey of the existing polychrome
must be undertaken as soon as access is available. Paint samples should be
taken for analysis before conservation takes place. The condition of the
different paint layers needs to be assessed prior to cleaning and
consolidation trials. The possibility of the removal of the limewash, where it
obscures the polychrome needs to be carefully considered. Risk assessments
and method statements need to be prepared before any aspect of the
conservation programmeme proceeds.

2.5 Lady Anne Lakes
Materials: Somerset alabaster with lias inscription panel
Dimensions:3300mm x 2090mm
2.5.1 General description
The monument dates to 1630 and was built in memory of Anne Lakes, wife of
George Rodney. The monument is exceptional from the remaining work in
the Rodney Chapel in as much that it is almost entirely constructed of
Somerset alabaster (Plate lxi). The quality and detailing of the carving is
exquisite and suggests it may be the work of Dutch masons.
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Plate lxi: Monument of Lady Anne Lakes. Location of buried fixings (

)

The reposing figure of Lady Anne holding her hands in prayer is supported on
an elegantly decorated plinth composed of dark grey and pinkish brown
veined alabaster. These substantial moulding in turn sit on a thick slab of dark
grey lias.
The effigy itself is delicately detailed, in particular in the representation of the
pleats of her dress, the lace collar and beaded jewellery (Plate lxii). Her head
and hands are carved from a very pale grey veined alabaster and her head
rests on a dark grey veined double cushion.
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Platelxii: Detailed alabaster carving of Lady Anne

Above Lady Anne rises a graceful arched canopy supported by slender ionic
columns to the front and thin rectangular pilasters to the rear. The canopy is
composed of pale pinkish brown veined alabaster and on the underside it is
studded with lead stars. At the apex of the arch is a blank shield surmounted
by mantling, helm and crest.
2.5.2 Condition
A cover meter survey was carried out across the monument. A number of
buried metal fixings were detected, confined to the upper canopy, the
junction between the supporting pilasters and the window reveal and the
decorated corbels of the plinth (Plate lxii). One of the cramps was visible
through the rough mortar covering of the upper surface of the canopy Plate
li) but there was no indication of deterioration or associated damage to the
adjacent stone either at this fixing or those more deeply buried. Futhermore
there was no sign of instability in the canopy and in itself it appears to be
structurally sound.
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Plate lxiii: Ferrous cramp in upper face of canopy.

However further down the monument, in particular in those columns and
pilasters supporting the canopy, there are indications that the load has
caused compression damage to the structure of the stone. Most notable
examples are present on the two ionic columns which both contain
substantial areas of repair where presumably softer veins and beds in the
stone have literally been forced out under pressure (Plates lxiv-lxv).

Plates lxiv and lxv: Signs of compression damage in dexter and sinister columns
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Similar repairs were observed further down the monument both on the tablet
carrying Lady Anne and within the alabaster plinth (Plates lvi-lvii). The repairs
are relatively numerous and strongly suggest that the load of the canopy is
having a seriously detrimental effect on the underlying stone and as a
consequence may have seriously impeded the structural integrity of these
elements.

Plate lxvi: Historic repairs to stone at base of dexter pillar

Plate lxvii: Historic repairs to alabaster below effigy

The apparently deleterious effects of the canopy load on the underlying
stone supports is further brought to the fore by the fact that there appears to
be some level of forward movement in the pilasters which abut the window
reveals. Sizable cracking was observed along the joint between the stone
and the render (Plate lviii). Given that these pilasters are the only element of
the monument which have been anchored into the wall with buried fixings
this cracking is of considerable concern as it may indicate a failure in these
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fixings. The remaining plinth beneath the effigy of Lady Anne is neither keyed
into the wall nor were any associated fixings detected

Plate lxviii: Cracking at junction between pilasters and window reveal

Open joints observed at the intersection of the canopy and the ionic capitals
of the front columns also provided further signs of movement.
In addition to those historic repairs, which appear to result from poorly
transferred load of the canopy, a substantial crack and repair were present
associated with the buried fixing detected below the central decorative
corbel of the plinth. The presence of the crack suggests that volumetric
expansion is ongoing.
The effigy of Lady Anne contains a number of highly detailed indents which
appear to be contemporary with the original carving (Plates lxix-lxx)
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Plate lxix: Indent in lower sinister edge of dress

Plate lxx: Detail of indent of lace collar and beading

The presence of sizable areas of naturally occurring beds of mudstone (Plate
lxxi) elsewhere on the carving strongly suggest that these indents are repairs
to those areas which were most detrimentally affected by this natural ‘fault’
in the stone. The most sizable area affected is the lace collar detailing across
Lady Anne’s shoulders. A small section of mudstone on the base of the lower
cushion has been crudely carved, however for the finer detailing of the
lacework this material would not have been in any way suitable.
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Small area of carved mudstone

Plate lxxii: Mudstone bed running through alabaster (a section of which has been carved)

At the base of the monument there is clear evidence of significant water
retention, in the form of large areas of green algal growth and substantial
open joints (Plate lxxiii). The stability of the subterranean structures could not
be established within the remit of the current survey; however there appears
to be voids below the lias plinth, which would benefit from further
investigation to determine the structural integrity. The lias plinth itself shows
signs of damage including a break in the foremost sinister corner (Plate lxxiv).
Neither the lias plinth nor any of the alabaster plinth are keyed into the
adjacent elevation, but rather butt up to it and are covered by a thin lip of
render (Plate lxxv).
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Plates lxxiii-lxxv: Details of lias and alabaster plinth

The lias inscription panel, which is bedded into the elevation directly below
the east window, is highly laminated with only fragmentary remains of the
original inscription surviving (Plate lxxvi)

Plate lxxvi: Lias inscription panel

2.5.3 Recommendations
Insertion of a lime channel and treatment of algal growth
As outlined above for other internal monuments a lime channel should be
introduced a ground level in order to reduce the amount of moisture
retention at the base of the monument. Existing algal growth should also be
treated with an appropriate fungicide
Greater understanding of ground and below ground conditions
During the course of introducing a lime fillet at the base of the monument it
will be possible to more closely examine the below ground conditions. It
would be helpful to establish the structural integrity of the elements
underpinning the monument and note any areas of concern either for
immediate intervention or future monitoring. The ground conditions beneath
the Lady Anne monument are particularly pressing given the apparent
uneven load distribution of the canopy, which is evidenced by damage to
the supporting columns
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Further examination of canopy
As noted above the structural integrity of the canopy is questionable, and
given the lack of any tie to adjacent elevations this must be viewed as
problematic. However despite the obvious compression damage to the
columns the canopy itself does appear stable, with no signs of continuous or
increasing movement such as frequent or sizable open joints or disruption in
the original line of the mouldings. As such at this stage it would be suggested
that no substantial intervention is made but that the canopy is closely
observed for any signs of continued deterioration to the underlying elements
such as the pillars. These recommendations will require further review once
works have commenced on site, especially in light of the information
established regarding ground conditions; which if of a highly unstable nature
may require at the very least partial dismantling of the monument.

Gentle surface clean of monument
A programme of gentle cleaning would be beneficial to the monument, the
porposed methods have been tabled in Appendix 2 and should be further
discussed on site
Repair and patination of historic repairs
A number of historic repairs were present across the monument. The
aggregate used in these repairs is relatively coarse and requires conservation
in order to create a more unified appearance with the alabaster. In addition
some repairs have pulled away from the substrate and as such will need
removal and replacement with a suitable lime mortar. Samples can be
carried out on site to colour match with the original fabric and a final mix
agreed in consultation with the architect.
Repointing of open joints
A small number of open joints were observed which require repointing with a
suitable lime mortar. Those more substanatial joints at lower levels will require
deep filling prior to the application of a topcoat. As with mortar repairs,
samples will be produced on site for approval by the architect.

2.6 Lias flooring and tablets to Sir Edward, Lady Frances and Catherine
Rodney
2.6.1 General description and condition
The floor surface has numerous sizable and advanced areas of spalling,
indicative of the damp being drawn through the stone and breaking the
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surface. There are two surviving floor monuments, dedicated to Sir Edward
and his daughter Catherine and Lady Frances dating to 1657 and 1659
respectively (with the inscription to Catherine comprising a later addition in
1704) Given the age of these floor monuments they remain in relatively good
condition with much of the inscription and uppermost decoration and family
crest still clearly legible. (Plate lxxvii). Nevertheless discreet areas of spalling
are present (Plate lxviii) and intervention is urgently required in order to
prevent any further loss to what comprise two very charming inscriptions.

Plate lxxvii: Detail of Rodney floor monuments
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Plate lxxviii: Detail of sinister floor monument to Lady Frances

2.6.2 Recommendations
In the first instance it would be beneficial to conserve the surface of the
inscriptions with micro repairs in a suitable lime mortar to colour match the
existing stone. The stones will then require lifting and rebedding in lime mortar
which will provide greater drainage. In order to provide enhanced protection
the stones should be covered by a permeable mat.

3 Churchyard monuments
3.1 12th-13th century grave slab
3.1.1 General description and condition
Dimensions: 1200mm x 800mm x 120mm
Materials: Draycott marble
The grave slab (Plates lxxviii-lxxix), which would have originally covered a
chest tomb or stone coffin, dates to the 12 -13th century, and as such
representing one of the earliest carved stones in Somerset. The date of the
stone suggests that it would have been dedicated to the Gifford family who
preceded the Rodneys. It has recently been awarded Grade II listing and is
considered to be of national significance due to the rarity of such early grave
markers. The incised decorative crosses are still relatively well defined,
however there are clear signs of ongoing decay mechanisms such as water
penetration and associated frost damage.
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Plate lxxix: Double grave slab, 12-13th century.

The stone has evidently been cut down, both along the entire length of its
sinister edge; partially truncating the sinister extent of the arm of the cross and
the chamfered edging, as well as a notched area along the upper edge.
Presumably these missing sections came as a result of cutting the stone to fit
within a specific area of flooring.

Plate lxxx: Notch cut into upper sinister corner of stone
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3.1.2 Recommendations
Given the rarity and significance of this stone, both regionally and nationally
an immediate programme of conservation works would be desirable. Ideally
this would include the careful excavation and relocation of the stone in a
more suitable and protected site. An initial stabilisation of micro fissures would
be required before moving the stone. If possible the stone should be brought
into the church itself where it would have greater visible presence for the
current community of Rodney Stoke. The interior of the church is uncluttered
and would be well suited to house the monument, offering both enhanced
protection and a more suitable visual presence for an item of such historic
significance and rarity.

3.2 15th century chest tomb
3.2.1 General description and conditions
Dimensions: 1840mmx770mmx640mm
Materials: Dundree oolithic limestone and white lias
The monument has been dated on stylistic grounds to the late 15th/early 16th
century. It comprises of a substantial lid with cavetto moulding and
decorative shields, all carved from a single stone measuring 230mm x
1840mm x 770mm. Its dedication is uncertain but it is believed to be an early
member of the Rodney family, who were lords of the manor in this period.
Previous investigations (by Brian and Moira Gittos) concluded that
“It appears to have been taken apart and re-assembled so that the
side and end panel are no longer as originally intended. There is an incised
scheme on top of it, which is difficult to interpret but may conceivably have
been an effigy of the person commemorated by the tomb. If so, this would
be a rare example, especially at this date”

Plate lxxxi: !5th century chest tomb
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