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APPENDIX 2: Proposals for cleaning trials 

 

 

 

Proposals for cleaning trials for limestone monuments. 

The methods which could be put forward for consideration are found below.  

In every case cleaning should be carried out under magnification.  

Materials  Application Risk 

Vacuum cleaner with 

soft brushes 

Effective at removing 

loose dirt and debris 

from the surface 

Low to medium risk. 

Loss of friable surfaces 

around the joints.  

Careful inspection of 

surfaces is needed 

before commencing.  

Care is needed 

controlling the 

distance of the nozzle 

from the surface.  

Soft cloth combined 

with a soft bristle brush. 

To be used over the 

surface to remove 

surface dust and dirt 

which is not trapped in 

a layer of grease. 

The risks are low to 

operative and surface 

if used with care and 

sensitivity.  An effective 

method for an initial 

clean to examine the 

surface more closely  

De-ionised water with 

soft brushes and cotton 

wool swabs 

Removes more 

ingrained dirt. 

Medium risk.  The 

loosened dirt must be 

lifted off the surface 

until the surface is 

clean and dry.  This will 

help prevent the dirt 

being absorbed into 

the porous surface and 

residual staining at a 

later date. 
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De-ionised water: white 

spirit: Syperonic A7 – 

49%:49%:2% 

 

Cotton wool swabs Medium to High Risk.  

Liable to damage 

surface if left on long 

enough for water to 

separate out.  Remove 

with white spirit  after 

application. 

Possible risk of 

dissolution of 

polychromy and 

historic treatments to 

the surface. 

Sepiolite or acid free 

paper with de-ionized 

water to form a 

poultice 

Effective for drawing 

out ingrained dirt, 

particularly on 

limestones  

Low to Medium Risk.  

Care is needed to 

remove all the poultice 

materials from the 

surface and dry the 

surface thoroughly 

after each application. 

 

Proposals for cleaning trials for Lady Anne 

The methods which could be put forward for consideration are found below.  

In every case cleaning should be carried out under magnification.  

Materials Method of Application Risk Assessment 

Organic Solvent such 

as Acetone widely 

used on water soluble 

surfaces where dirt 

layers are held within a 

greasy surface. 

Cotton Swabs and soft 

absorbent cloth.  As 

soon as the grease 

and grime is seen to 

move on the surface it 

must be lifted off until 

every trace of residual 

dirt is removed. 

Health and Safety 

implications to 

operatives.  Ventilation 

of work area to be 

monitored and masks 

to be worn.   

Possible risk of 

dissolution of 

polychromy and 

historic treatments to 

the surface. 
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Soft cloth combined 

with a soft bristle brush. 

To be used over the 

surface to remove 

surface dust and dirt 

which is not trapped in 

a layer of grease. 

The risks are low to 

operative and surface 

if used with care and 

sensitivity.  An effective 

method for an initial 

clean to examine the 

surface more closely  

Lint free Micro-Fibre 

Cloths 

Can be used dry to 

remove oily films and 

residues without the 

need of applying 

cleaning agents. 

Low risk. A safe method 

of cleaning including 

painted surfaces. 

Dust Bunny To be used in the same 

manner as dusting 

exhibits. 

Low risk chemical free 

fabric designed to 

attract 99% of surface 

dust and dirt. 

Wishab Dry Cleaning 

Sponge- Soft 

Very effective at 

removing surface dirt 

by rubbing the 

vulcanised latex 

sponge over the 

surface. 

High risk.  PH neutral 

sponges designed for 

the safe dry cleaning 

of frescoes, decorative 

and painted surfaces.  

The surface must be 

completely dry before 

use.  There is evidence 

that the sponges leave 

a residue on the 

surface which is 

difficult to remove and 

may attract 

atmospheric dust in the 

future. 

Laponite RD with white 

spirit and IMS 

 

 

Poultice application.   

As soon as the grease 

and grime is seen to 

move on the surface, 

the poultice must be 

lifted off until every 

trace of the poultice 

Medium to High Risk. 

Health and Safety 

implications to 

operatives.  Ventilation 

of work area to be 

monitored and masks 

to be worn.   
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material and all the 

residual dirt is removed. 

to be worn.   

Possible risk of 

dissolution of 

polychromy and 

historic treatments to 

the surface. 

White spirit: acetone: 

Syperonic A7 -

93%:5%:2% 

 

Cotton wool swabs Medium to High Risk 

Health and Safety 

implications to 

operatives.  Ventilation 

of work area to be 

monitored and masks 

to be worn.  Possible 

risk of dissolution of 

polychromy and 

historic treatments to 

the surface 

 

Conclusion 

The list of cleaning methods above is not exhaustive but has not included 

micro-abrasive techniques due to the soft surface of the alabaster. 

There will always be a compromise between the level of cleaning, aesthetics, 

limitations of the cleaning materials and the risk of damage to the surface.  It 

is achieving this fine balance and angle of judgment, which is critical to the 

final outcome. 

 

APPENDIX 3: Proposals for consolidation trials for the polychrome 

 

The painted sections should be examined under magnification before a 

cleaning or consolidation programme to determine the condition of the 

completed schemes of polychrome 

 

If the paint requires consolidation the following methods and materials may 

be considered depending on the condition and character of the surface: 
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Material Application Risk 

Paraloid B72.  A long 

chain polymer acrylic 

compatible with 

acetone. 

 

 

 

Brush or pipette.  Flakes 

can be reattached 

with a heated spatula. 

A good track record as 

a consolidant on 

polychrome stone 

particularly where it is 

necessary to bridge a 

gap.  It may yellow 

after a considerable 

period of time and 

reduce the porosity of 

the treated surface. 

Primal WS24  An acrylic 

colloidal dispersion 

with a fine particle size 

compared to PVA 

emulsions. Dilute with 

water.  

 

Brush or pipette and 

heated spatula. 

A useful consolidant for 

many different 

problems.  The fine 

particle size is useful for 

friable surfaces but less 

useful for bridging 

gaps.  Reduces the 

porosity of the treated 

surface. 

Sturgeon glue-Isinglass.  

Made from the swim 

bladder of the 

sturgeon fish. 

Syringe, brush pipette, 

heated spatula.   

Historic light glue with 

clarity and fine 

adhesive properties.  

Reduces the porosity of 

the treated surface. 

        

 

 


