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ST LEONARD'S, RODNEY STOKE MEMORIALS

oo fcOnt.

The inscription pléte is made of black slate, set into wall
behind effigy and is badly flaking. It is difficult to
decipher but there is a record of the wording kept in the
church. The lettering is in Roman caps, incised.

Stone and Alabaster and slate.

17th c. )

Tomb: h.330 x w.209cm.

Inscription h.44 x w.60cm.

An article by A.K. Wickham in the Geographical Magazine Nov.
1940 states: "The design of this tomb is very similar to
Sir John Stawell's at COTHELSTONE (dated 1603). Mrs Esdaile
attributes this to Epiphanius Evesham".

HE ERE (sic) RESTETH IN THE PEACE OF GOD THE BODY OF /THE RIGHT

HONOURABLE ANMA LAKES DAUGHTER/ TO SIR THOMAS LAKES OF CHANNONS

IN MIDDLESEX/ SOMETIME PRINCIPAL SECRETARY AND COUNSELLOR/OF

KING JAMES FIRST... MARRIED TO WILLIAM/ CECIL LORD ROOS,

ELDEST SONNE UNTO THE ~~> /SECOND EARL OF EXETER OF THAT FAMILY/

INCE WHEN TO GEORGE RODNEY ESQ. SONNE ¥YA4 /OF SIR JOHN RODNEY

KNT BY THE SPACE OF 10/ YEARS WHO BY THIS STONE DOTH ACKNOWLEDGE
X1+ /| HER DESERTH TOWARDS HIM AND DESIRETH TO PERPETUATE THE

MEMORY OF A GOOD WIFE AND/ MOST PENITENT CHRISTIAN. SHE DYED

IN THE YEAR OF GRACE 1630 OF HER OWN AGE/ AND NOW ONLY HOPES

FOR A JOYFUL RESURRECTION.

Michael Eastham

MONUMENT OF GEORGE RODNEY 1629-1651  Ph. S. wall of Chapel

George Rodney was the son of Sir Edward, whom he predeceased.
The monument is very large and lies against the south wall of
the chapel behind that of Sir John Rodney. On the shelf is an
effigy dressed in a shroud in resurrection pose with his hands
raised. On either side is a shield and a putto. The canopy has
a semicircular arch over effigy head with a divided pediment -
an angel on clouds blowing a trumpet between. Overall is a
cartouche and heraldic achievement.

There is a black slate inscription panel in good condition
inset in the base. ‘The incised letterigs is of high quality
in Roman capitals and 1/case, * and gold fragments remain.
There are four panels, a shield above on either side with
ribbons bearing traces of red pigment and below to dexter an
hourglass, to sinister a skull. A doric column supports each
side.

Heraldry. Top cartouche = Rodney -
Dexter panel - Rodney
Sinister panel - Southwell
Lower panels - indecipherable, but Jeremy Sampson

finds the sinister panel impales a
charge of bend gu. and PSANHS suggest
Howard.

Limestone and slate.

17¢th c.

Monument h. 410 x w.260 cm.

Inscription h.73 x w.60cm.

conti.../
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ST LEONARD'S, RODNEY STOKE MEMORIALS

./cont.

See Sir Edward Rodney monument (No.S)

PSANHS: "Neither coffin nor figure are of same date as the

monument, but they do not belong to any other surviving monument..
The features, hands and other parts most exposed to breakage in
these figures, were restored in plaster in 1885 and are not
genuine", PSANHS also describes the effigy as "the half-figure

of a woman". Jeremy Sampson disagrees: "There seems no
justification for separating menument and effigy. The trumpeting
angel and the eastward facing (male) figure belorg to one conception"

HERE IS DEPOSITED THE MORTAIL/ PART OF GEORGE RODNEY ESQ.THE/
STH AND LAST SONNE OF ST EDWARD/ ROD'NEY KN./ THE 25TH HEIRE
MALE/ OF HIS FAMILY. HE WAS BORNE ﬁ 21/ OF JULY (IVLY) 1629,
ArDYPD LAST OF/ NOVEMBR. 1651

He was descended by his Father of / noble family of ;
Seymours ¥ and by his Mother cf the noble family of Howards.
He was pious, chast, charitab 1/ just, & penitent, in affurance
of a joyfull Resurrection.

I am the Resurrection and the life he that/ beleeveth in mee
although he was dead/ yet shall Helive againe. Luke [(sic).

Sampson
PSANHS Ref. XXX1v, 1,28-31.

WALL MONUMENT OF SIR EDWARD RODNEY AND HIS W. wall of
WIFE FRANCES (nee SOUTHWELL) 1657 and 1659 Ph.Dr. Chapel

Sir Edward survived his only son, George, and was thus the last

of the Rodneys resident at Stoke.

This iarge, ornate monument is very well depicted in the

photograph. Above the flattened baldachino is a Coat of Arms

supported on either side by a reclining figure of a man and a

woman., »

Heraldry Probably Rodney impaling Southwell, though the charge
on the dexter side is no longer discernible on its
field of or.

The surface of the black slate inscription panel set below the ]

busts has weathered away and the fine incised Roman lettering

indecipherable. There is, however, a record of the wording kept
in the church.

Limestone, black slate.

17th c.

Monument h,422 x w.250 x d.25cm.

Inscription h.40 x w.69¢cm,

Jeremv Samnson believes the sculptor to have been an apprentice

of Gerar@ Chrisctmas, a Dutch wood carver to King Cnarles 1I and

compares tne work with that found in the Mayor's Chapel, St.Marks,

Bristol, and the monument of Sir George Horner, d.1676 in St.

Mary's Church, Cloford.

.1 1, A
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ST LEONARD'S, RODNEY STOKE MEMORIALS

-~

5, .../cont.

PSANHS: In St. John Baptist Church, Axbridge "the monuments

of William Prowse, d. 1670 and of Ann Prowse, d.l1668, should
be compared with that of John Somerset, d. 1663, at Brent Knoll
and with the contemporary Rodney monuments at Rodney Stoke.
They appear all to be from the hand of the same sculptor

who was more successful in the protrayal of women than of men -
an unusual characteristic. He strove to obtain effects of
startling naturalism by the use of colour".

Reader Behold this one made twain

By Marriage once, by Death again

Such noble wise and fortunate

Inferior only unto fate:

And could this urn in silence break

Their tongues would mind what this can speak.
This was that large and lettered mind

Where Wise and Just was so confirmed

That his devoted country took

Him for their Judge, Council and Book:

And where he lived Justice - tis known
Resigned her Scales to him alone.
Blameless even in his enemies eyes,
Unless they grieved he was too wise.

His Lady to the virtious dear
Was only meet to be his peer.
For mortal parts and Parentage

‘The most accomplished of her age.

Heaven therefore destined them to have
One Heart and Bed and now one Grave.

Sir Edward Rodney Died 1657 He was the Eldest

Son of George Rodney and Jane Daughter of....

Sir Henry Seymour. Lady Frances Rodney Died 1659

She was the Daughter of Sir Robert Southwold of Woodrising.

Sampson
PSANHS: LXXX1X P37

WALL TABLET Rev. Daniel Trem¥ett . S. wall of Sanctuary

Oblong stone and slate tablet - Incised Roman lettering
Stone and slate.

#19th ¢.

Stone h.53 x w.60cm.
Slate h.29 x w.33cm.

Sacred/ To the memory of/ The Revd. Daniel Tremlett M.A./
During 23 years/ The Faithful Minister of this parish/ He
departed this life/ February the 19 A.D. 1846/ in the 48th year
of his age.
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APPENDIX 2: Proposals for cleaning trials

Proposals for cleaning trials for imestone monuments.

The methods which could be put forward for consideration are found below.

In every case cleaning should be carried out under magnification.

Materials

Application

Risk

Vacuum cleaner with
soft brushes

Effective at removing
loose dirt and debris
from the surface

Low to medium risk.
Loss of friable surfaces

around the  joints.
Careful inspection of
surfaces is needed
before commencing.
Care is needed
conftrolling the

distance of the nozzle
from the surface.

Soft cloth combined
with a soft bristle brush.

To be used over the
surface to remove
surface dust and dirt
which is not tfrapped in
a layer of grease.

The risks are low fo
operative and surface
if used with care and
sensitivity.  An effective
method for an initial
clean to examine the
surface more closely

De-ionised water with
soft brushes and cotton
wool swalbs

Removes
ingrained dirt.

more

Medium  risk. The
loosened dirt must be
liffed off the surface
until  the surface s
clean and dry. This will
help prevent the dirt
being absorbed into
the porous surface and
residual staining at a
later date.
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De-ionised water: white
spirit:  Syperonic A7 -
49%:49%:2%

Coftton wool swalbs

Medium to High Risk.
Liable to damage
surface if left on long
enough for water to
separate out. Remove

with white spirit  after
application.

Possible risk of
dissolution of
polychromy and

historic treatments to
the surface.

Sepiolite or acid free

paper with de-ionized
water to form a
poulfice

Effective for drawing
out ingrained  dirt,
particularly on
limestones

Low to Medium Risk.
Care is needed to
remove all the poultice
materials  from  the
surface and dry the
surface thoroughly
after each application.

Proposals for cleaning trials for Lady Anne

68

The methods which could be put forward for consideration are found below.
In every case cleaning should be carried out under magnification.

Materials

Method of Application

Risk Assessment

Organic Solvent such
as Acetone widely
used on water soluble
surfaces where  dirt
layers are held within @
greasy surface.

Cotton Swabs and soft
absorbent cloth. As
soon as the grease
and grime is seen to
move on the surface it
must be lifted off untfil
every tfrace of residual
dirt is removed.

Health and  Safety
implications to
operatives. Ventilation

of work area to be
monitored and masks
fo be worn.

Possible risk of
dissolution of
polychromy and

historic treatments to
the surface.
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Soft cloth combined
with a soft bristle brush.

To be used over the
surface to remove
surface dust and dirt
which is not tfrapped in
a layer of grease.

The risks are low to
operative and surface
if used with care and
sensitivity.  An effective
method for an initial
clean to examine the
surface more closely

Lint free Micro-Fibre | Can be used dry fo | Low risk. A safe method

Cloths remove oily films and | of cleaning including
residues without the | painted surfaces.
need of  applying
cleaning agents.

Dust Bunny To be used in the same | Low risk chemical free
manner as dusting | fabric  designed  to
exhibits. attract 99% of surface

dust and dirt.

Wishab Dry Cleaning | Very effective at | High risk. PH neutral

Sponge- Soft removing surface dirt | sponges designed for
by rubbing the | the safe dry cleaning
vulcanised latex | of frescoes, decorative
sponge over the | and painted surfaces.
surface. The surface must be

completely dry before
use. There is evidence
that the sponges leave
a residue on the
surface which is
difficult to remove and
may attract
atmospheric dust in the
future.

Laponite RD with white
spirit and IMS

Poultice application.

As soon as the grease
and grime is seen to
move on the surface,
the poultice must be
lifted off unfil every
trace of the poultice

Medium to High Risk.

Health and  Safety
implications fo
operatives. Ventilation

of work area to be
monitored and masks
to be worn.
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material and all the | fo be worn.
residual dirt is removed.

Possible risk of
dissolution of
polychromy and

historic treatments to
the surface.

White spirit: acetone: | Cotton wool swalbs Medium to High Risk
Syperonic A7 -

93%:5%:2% Health and Safety

implications to
operatives. Ventilation
of work area to be
monitored and masks
to be worn. Possible
risk of dissolution of
polychromy and
historic treatments to
the surface

Conclusion

The list of cleaning methods above is not exhaustive but has not included
micro-abrasive techniques due to the soft surface of the alabaster.

There will always be a compromise between the level of cleaning, aesthetics,
limitations of the cleaning materials and the risk of damage to the surface. It
is achieving this fine balance and angle of judgment, which is crifical to the
final outcome.

APPENDIX 3: Proposals for consolidation trials for the polychrome

The painted sections should be examined under magnification before a
cleaning or consolidation programme to determine the condition of the
completed schemes of polychrome

If the paint requires consolidation the following methods and materials may
be considered depending on the condition and character of the surface:
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Material Application Risk

Paraloid B72. A long | Brush or pipette. Flakes | A good frack record as
chain polymer acrylic | can be reattached | a consolidant on
compatible with | with a heated spatula. | polychrome stone
acetone. particularly where it is

necessary to bridge a
gap. It may yellow
after a considerable
period of time and
reduce the porosity of
the treated surface.

Primal WS24 An acrylic
colloidal dispersion
with a fine particle size
compared to PVA
emulsions. Dilute with
water.

Brush or pipette and
heated spatula.

A useful consolidant for
many different
problems. The fine
particle size is useful for
friable surfaces but less
useful  for  bridging
gaps. Reduces the
porosity of the treated
surface.

Sturgeon glue-Isinglass.
Made from the swim
bladder of the
sturgeon fish.

Syringe, brush pipette,
heated spatula.

Historic light glue with
clarity and fine
adhesive properties.
Reduces the porosity of
the treated surface.
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